
Experience 
College Before 
College

The University of Texas at 
Austin’s signature dual 

enrollment and professional 
learning and development 
program works to expand 
access to high-quality 
educational opportunities 
and to advance educator 
excellence.

“ This course has given me the critical 
thinking skills necessary for college, and  
I feel like I am actively learning new things 
that are applicable to the real world.” 

ONRAMPS STUDENT,  

James Bowie High School

HOW DO I ENROLL 
MY STUDENT?
ONRAMPS REGISTRATION

At the start of the fall semester of the OnRamps 
course, students will complete the registration 
process via a web-based registration link, provided 
by the district, to give them access to course 
materials, UT Austin’s learning management 
system, and technology tools.

STUDENT ELIGIBILITY

Students must demonstrate adequate academic 
preparation through the completion of prerequisite 
coursework to enroll in an OnRamps dual 
enrollment course. Check with your high school 
about the required prerequisite courses. OnRamps 
students are not required to complete any 
additional requirements, such as applications or 
tests, in order to enroll.

STUDENT ELIGIBILITY

Students who choose to take an OnRamps dual 
enrollment class are subject to the same rules and 
regulations as residential college students. At the 
core is operating with integrity and honesty, as 
well as understanding that OnRamps courses may 
include mature, college-level content.

Contact your school  
counselor or visit 
onramps.utexas.edu

FOR MORE 
DETAILS

/texasonramps

@TexasOnRamps



HOW WE WORK

OnRamps courses are designed by UT Austin 
faculty to replicate a college-level learning 

experience and to meet postsecondary standards 
of quality, depth, and complexity. As the majority 
of OnRamps courses are offered over a full year, 
the concepts that would typically be covered in one 
semester can be deeply developed over a longer 
period of time to promote student learning. 

DURING THE FALL SEMESTER

Students will be enrolled in both the high school 
course, and the distance college course. A 
student must have a grade of D- or higher in the 
college portion of the course to be eligible for the 
opportunity to earn college credit.

DURING THE SPRING SEMESTER

All students are engaged in a college-level course, 
regardless of their eligibility to earn college credit. 
The grade for the high school course may differ 
from that for the college course, as the number 
of assignments that determine each grade may 
be slightly different. Students who meet eligibility 
requirements for the college course will have the 
opportunity to accept or decline the college credit. 

GRADES

For high school credit: Each OnRamps high school 
instructor is solely responsible for grading student 
work and assigning a high school grade.

For college credit: Each OnRamps course has a 
University Instructor of Record approved by UT Austin 
to assign grades for the college course. The number 
and type of assignments for the college course will 
vary based on the course. Each course syllabus will 
contain information specific to that course.

DROPPING THE COURSE

Regardless of credit eligibility, OnRamps courses 
provide students with academic experiences that 
prepare them for college success. The withdrawal 
from the college course will not count against the 
student for purposes of federal financial aid. 

TRANSFER OF CREDIT/TRANSCRIPTS

OnRamps dual enrollment college credits are 
awarded on a UT Austin transcript, with the 
majority possible to transfer to any public colleges 
or universities in Texas. If a student wishes to 
transfer his or her OnRamps college course credit 
to a college or university other than UT Austin, the 
student must consult that institution to determine 
how the credit transfers and how that credit would 
apply to their GPA at that institution.

FAMILY EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS & PRIVACY ACT

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 
(FERPA) is a federal law that protects the privacy of 
a college or university students’ education records, 
and affords parents certain rights with respect to their 
children’s records. Students who are participating 
in dual enrollment programs are considered college 
students and, as such, subject to the terms of FERPA. 

In accordance with the terms, University Instructors 
of Record may not communicate directly with parents 
about students’ education records, such as grades; 
while high school instructors may continue to disclose 
to parents the information about students’ academic 
records—per high schools’ policies. Exceptions may 
apply. To learn more about the terms of FERPA, and 
details pertaining to UT Austin, visit http://registrar.
utexas.edu/students/records/ferpa

A UNIQUE MODEL

A unique dual enrollment and professional 
learning and development program, OnRamps 

brings the college experience to the high school 
classroom, transforming how students learn and 
preparing them for college and career success. Led 
by The University of Texas at Austin (UT Austin), 
OnRamps provides high school students the 
chance to engage in rigorous university coursework 
while earning their high school credit, and the 
opportunity to earn college credit.

Distinctly different from other programs that 
offer college courses in high school, the OnRamps 
student is enrolled in two separate courses with 
two separate instructors—a high school teacher 
and a university faculty member. The student 
receives a high school grade and a college grade, as 
well as ongoing feedback and support throughout 
the courses. Of the many benefits to this dual 
enrollment design, the student is empowered to 
take on the role of college student and is held to the 
same standards of leading universities.

THE BENEFITS OF DUAL ENROLLMENT

+   Access: Brings high-quality college courses to 
the local high school campus

+   Transferability: OnRamps courses can transfer 
to public colleges and universities in Texas and 
beyond

+   Flexibility: Students are not required to take a 
placement assessment (such as TSI) to qualify 
for an OnRamps course, but must demonstrate a 
mastery of academic rigor

+   Saves Time and Money: Increases access to UT-
core courses, at 75% off the cost for the same 
course taken on campus

+   Preparation: Students gain early exposure to 
college expectations, easing the transition from 
high school to college


